[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]
                              Listowel District Secondary School
155 Maitland Avenue South, Listowel, ON   N4W 2M4

Tel: (519) 291-1880   Fax: (519) 291-5590
www.ldss.typepad.com

B.D. Homewood, B.Math, B.Ed, M.Ed.            B. Brohman, Hons.BSc., B.Ed.

       P. Goetz, B.Ed., B.Sc., M.Sc.
                  Principal


    
     Vice-Principal

                                  Vice-Principal
[image: image3.emf]

February 2012

This is the final Provincial Report card for all Semester I courses. If you have any questions or concerns in regard to this Report Card please contact the school to speak with the student’s course teacher, Student Services or with the Administration.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

The OSSLT for all Grade 10 students and students re-writing will take place on Thursday, March 29, 2012.  Grade 10 students will be prepared for the test through a cross-curricular focus, a blitz day and withdrawal for any students requiring extra assistance.  Attendance at the OSSLT on March 29th is critical.  Grade 9 and 10 students will attend school all day while grade 11 and 12 students will have independent study in the am and afternoon classes only.  There will not be an extra mid-day bus run for the senior students’ arrival.  Information and resources are available at www.eqao.com.

The School Schedule for the day will be as follows:
	
	AM (8:10-11:15)
	PM (12:15-2:20)

	Grade 9
	Literacy Workshop

Citizenship Workshop
	Period 4 & 5 classes

	Grade 10
	OSSLT
	Period 4 & 5 classes

	Grade 11 & 12
	Independent Study
	Period 4 & 5 classes


Reminders from Student Services

Students are to have completed their course selections for next year by February 17th. All current students will make their selections using My Blueprint. Grade nine students will complete their course selections with a Guidance Counsellor during one of their regularly scheduled classes. For more information or to view the 2012 LDSS Course Calendar go to the School Website (ldss.typepad.com) and click on "Student Services". We are past the deadline for University and College applications. If you have not completed an application and would still like to submit one please make an appointment with a guidance counsellor.

Individual Education Plans

The Special Education Department will be reviewing and updating IEPs for semester two courses. These will be mailed home within the first 30 school days of semester two (early March). If you wish to discuss your child's IEP prior to receiving it by mail, please contact the school to make an appointment with Mrs. Montgomery or Mrs. Calder at 519-291-1880 ext. 322.
Immunization Clinic

The Perth District Health Unit will be at Listowel District Secondary School on Thursday, February 23rd to offer an immunization clinic.  If it has been about 10 years since a student’s last needle against tetanus, diphtheria & pertussis, they will be offered Adacel vaccination.  According to the Immunization of School Pupils Act, students without a tetanus-diphtheria booster, or a properly commissioned exemption, will be suspended from school.  While high school students are able to consent for themselves, we ask that you discuss this vaccine with your children. Should you decide to receive the vaccination at your doctor’s office, please call the Health Unit’s Immunization Reporting Line at 519-271-7600 Ext. 555 to provide this information. 

Annual Accessibility Plan 
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The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Committee (AODA Committee) of the Avon Maitland District School Board has completed the Annual  Accessibility  Plan for the 2011/2012 school year. It outlines recent 
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initiatives to remove barriers to accessibility as well as identifying barriers to be addressed during the current year. 

The Plan has been posted on the AMDSB website (www.yourschools.ca) and is also available to members of the public in alternative formats (Braille, large print, electronic) on request. 

We continue to welcome comments from the public and input that will assist us in identifying other barriers to address our Annual Accessibility Plan. There is a feedback form included with the plan which we invite members of the public to use. You can fax your feedback form to 519-527-0222 or 1-800-592-5437. You can also communicate your feedback directly to the AODA Chair by e-mail to peggblai@fc.amdsb.ca.

Student council Update

· Win a Lunch ~ this year for Valentine's Day you can put your name along with the person of your choice to have lunch served to you by Student's Council on February 14th.  

· Student Council along with the Indigenous Studies class supported the Mariatu Kamara assembly on February 3rd.  
· Student clothing is on sale for a couple more weeks ~ the representative will be coming with products for you to check sizing.  Stay tuned to announcements about it.
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Designing Tomorrow Today



Black Door Theatre

Black Door Theatre will present their two Sears Drama Festival entries this year on Thursday March 22nd at 7pm at Stratford Central Secondary School.  The first production, `Simon's Wife’ is a dramatic look at spousal abuse, and the second production, `Chicken Road' examines teen depression and suicide through a rather unique lens.  There will be a dress rehearsal at LDSS before we go to Sears for parents and friends to watch.  Information will be on our website soon. `Footloose' is still in production rehearsals and will be ready to rock your socks off in late April.  Stay tuned! 

Choral Ensemble Planning Performance Tour of England and Scotland in March 2013!

The LDSS Choral Ensemble has a long-standing tradition of European performance tours.  We are pleased to announce that the 2013 performance tour of England and Scotland has been approved!  The first payment was due January 31st, 2012, but we still have room for some additional singers.  If you are interested in this fantastic opportunity, see Mrs. Claessens ASAP for an itinerary, payment plan and further details.
30 Hour Famine
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On March 2nd and 3rd, 2012 LDSS will be hosting the World Vision 30hr Famine.  In past years LDSS has raised thousands of dollars for World Vision through this event.  This year the money raised by LDSS students will be used by World Vision to provide emergency relief for families impacted by drought in the Horn of Africa, train families to farm and store food, and provide seeds and livestock to help in future seasons.  Participating students will stop eating at 7am on Friday March 2nd, and participate in classes as usual that day.  Then, students who have fundraised a minimum of $20 will remain at the school on Friday night for games and a trip to the movies. Students will also stay overnight at the school, completing their 30 hours at 1pm on Saturday March 3rd, all while earning 10 community service hours.  Any interested students should speak to Mrs. Bridge.

MADD

On February 22nd, 2012, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) will pair up with the LDSS Ontario Against Impaired Driver (OSAID) group to bring the presentation “Damages” to our school. “Damages” is a fictional story about a young man (Jesse) who causes a horrific car crash due to his impaired driving. “Damages” opens in a courtroom where Jesse has been charged with 4 serious crimes. Through a series of flashbacks, we are shown the night of the crash and the events that lead up to it. The presentation closes with real life victims who describe how impaired driving has changed their lives forever.

During the week of December 5-9 students had the opportunity to enrol in certification/training courses in Standard First Aid, CPR Level A, WHMIS, Fall Protection, Chain Saw Safety, Lockout/Tagout, Confined Space Awareness and Safe Food Handling.  Certification opportunities proved to be in such demand by the students that sessions had to be extended an extra three days and a third First Aid/CPR course will be offered in the New Year.  Throughout the training schedule the following certifications were earned: 48 – Fall Protection, 41 – WHMIS, 40 – First Aid/CPR, 21 – Chain Saw Safety, 20 – Lockout/Tagout, 12 – Confined Space Awareness and 12 – Safe Food Handling.  The Specialist High Skills Major programs have realized significant growth and are on-target to surpass the provincial standard of 10% of our students involved.  We offer SHSM in Construction and in Manufacturing.
Get Involved!

The gymnasiums have been quiet at LDSS during exams, but they will soon be alive again. Semester I ended with the girls’ classes taking part in a woman’s self defense course which they all admitted was very helpful.  The Student Athletic Association had a great turn out at their Pick ’n Win fund raiser before Christmas. The winter team sports such as curling, girl’s volleyball, boy’s basketball and boys/girls hockey will soon be into playoffs. However, when the winter sports end, the spring sports are already anticipated.  These will include badminton, track and field, rugby, junior boy’s hockey and boys/girls soccer.  Listen to daily announcements for upcoming events. Finally, the annual phys ed ski/snowboard trip to Mount St. Louis/Moonstone is coming up on February 22nd.  All semester I and II phys ed students are welcome to join us on the slopes. Get your permission forms in early, as space is limited.

                


 LDSS Enters the Western Ontario High School Figure       
 Skating  
Competition!

                 It is with great excitement that we announce the formation of the     
 LDSS “Lightning on Ice” Figure Skating Team. This is the first year that a Huron-Perth team has entered this competition and they hope that by so doing it will highlight the sport of figure skating in the Avon Maitland District School Board and promote other high schools to take part. This would then enable the team to become a sanctioned Huron-Perth Team Sport. LDSS draws students from six different skating clubs – Listowel, Wallace, Monkton, Milverton, Howick and Palmerston. When the idea of forming a LDSS Skating Team was approached the response was amazing. Team members for the 2012 LDSS Lightning on Ice are Jenna Bitton, Tony Byman, Amber Cherrey, Amy Koch, Holly Robertson, Karley Robertson and Kelsey Young, On Ice Coaches: Sasha Shannon and Karen Moore and Off Ice Coach Cathy Bitton. The competition will be held in Alymer, Ontario on March 6th 2012. 


          Lauren Kelley.  AVI 3M.  Graphite on paper.  "Hands".


			


			North Perth Community of Character	integrity, fairness, responsibility,       						perseverance, optimism, COURAGE,


						respect, compassion, empathy,   honesty, inclusion


                  	  You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do not say.     										Martin Luther King








     							








Thank you to the Community


Big thanks to last year’s Student Council for providing the funds to purchase the water bottle dispensing unit which is now in use at LDSS.  An estimated 88% of plastic water bottles are not recycled in Canada.  An ongoing goal of the environment club at LDSS is to encourage the use of reusable water bottles to minimize the purchase of water in plastic bottles and encourage the consumption of Municipal drinking water.  The Environment Club has been actively raising funds to purchase a second unit for the school.  Thanks to contributions made at Parent Teacher Night, we were able to raise $250 towards the cost of the second unit.  We have also received donations from Trillium Mutual and Don Hamilton Real Estate.  If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation towards this cause please contact Patricia Martell.





LDSS would like to thank Tim Horton’s for the donation received through the Eat and Learn program. Tim Horton’s raised these funds during the smile Cookie campaign. We greatly appreciate their generosity.





A huge thank you to the Elizabeth Klockman Memorial Fund for approving $880 to assist with the cost of transportation to swimming lessons and bowling for the students in our Life Skills Program.





Thank you to Wightman Telecom for generously donating Wightman Telecom: The First 100 Years for our school library.





We would like to take another opportunity to thank our new Co-operative Education Employers:


Countryside Midwifery Services, Milverton & Palmerston


Dan’s Performance Plus, Milverton


Irene Miller Photography, Stratford


Palmerston Grain


Royale Alterations, Listowel


Wallaceview Holsteins


Walsh Truck & Trailer, Monkton








Important Dates


February 7	Regional and LDSS School 					Council (@ Listowel Central)


February 16 & 17    Grad Photos


February 17                                      	Deadline for 2012-13 Student Course Selection to   		be submitted (electronically)


February 20        	Family Day


February 22	Ski Trip


February 22	MADD Assembly	


February 23	Immunization Clinic


February 23	Math Contest Day


March 2 & 3	30 Hour Famine


March 9-16	March Break 


March 22	Sears Drama Festival	


March 23	Interim Reposts Issued


March 29	Parent’s Night


March 29	OSSLT
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LDSS


Attendance Line


     519-291-1880


        Ext. 222


        Leave a    message 24 hours a day.


       Success starts here!
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